
To St. Mary's Parishioners - Group Email/Cell Message #17 – July 16, 2020 

Please make this message known to your friends, relatives and neighbours in your daily 
conversations.  Not all of our parishioners have email and cell internet access.  You may 
wish to print the attachment for relatives and friends that do not have email access. 

Dear brothers and sisters, dear parishioners, 

Jesus explains the truth of our life telling us parables on the wheat and the weeds.  We all take care to keep our 

gardens and fields free from weeds and to keep our environment clean as well.  It is a common way on how we 

understand ecology.  So please, no litter or activity which could harm the beauty of nature.  This is great.  However, 

we must not forget that every ecology starts from a man.  Let us take care to keep our hearts free from any litter and 

weeds of evil. 

 

There is adoration on Friday, beginning at 6:00 pm.  I will be available for drive through confessions on Saturday, 

July 18th from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm.  There will be no confessions on July 25th. 

 

Thank you for flower donations and work in our gardens. 

 

God bless you. 

 

Fr. Jacek Cydzik,  Redemptorist (Temporary Replacement) 

 

 

Masks mandatory in Renfrew County (which includes churches)  

As a directive from the Renfrew County Health Unit, non-surgical masks become mandatory in certain enclosed 

spaces (including churches) in Renfrew County the week of July 13.  Exceptions include very young children and 

people with respiratory problems. Medical authorities are asking everyone to be kind to people who are not wearing 

a mask. They may have a valid reason for not wearing one. 

 

Schedule of Masses 

Sat, July 18 5 pm  +Debbie Recoskie (Theresa Shulist & Marilyn Glofcheskie) 

Sun, July 19 11 am  For all of our Parishioners 

Mon, July 20 10 am  +Alfie Prince (Susan Coulas & Family) 

Tues, July 22 No Mass 

Wed, July 23 7 pm  +Ambrose Ostroskie (Zosia Kosinski) 

Thurs, July 24 No Mass  Mass in Round Lake at 10:30 am   

Fri, July 25 7 pm  For God’s Blessing for Dominic on 1st Birthday (Halina & Jan Ilnicki) 

Sat, July 26 5 pm  For all of our Parishioners 

Sun, July 27 11 am  Thomas Beriault (Living) (Sullivan Family) 

  



 

Parish Collections 

    July 5-12   
  

Envelopes    3531.10  

Renovation      1030.00   

Loose         403.10 

Insurance      810.00 

Education of Priests       25.00 

Inter-Parochial Interest    955.00 

Chicken Supper Donations    255.00 
 
Thank you for your support and generosity. 
 

 

Annual Chicken Supper 2020 cancellation  

Our annual supper is cancelled for this year.  There are multiple reasons for the decision with foremost 

being the safety of everyone concerned, our workers and our visitors.  As a replacement for this annual fund raiser, 

and in lieu of the donation of time, money and materials our parishioners brought forth each year, we would have 

you consider only the green bordered envelope for July 26 in your envelope package.  

 

Message from CCCB Executive 

Please find attached a Message issued by the CCCB Executive Committee entitled They Still Bring Forth 

Fruit in Old Age: A Lesson on Caring in the midst of the Covid-19 Pandemic. Officially dated 1 July 2020, it 

raises the urgent need for in-depth discussion and crucial changes in order to respond to the very difficult conditions 

experienced during the COVID-19 pandemic by many of the elderly across Canada and other persons who are 

marginalized by society. 

 

They Still Bring Forth Fruit in Old Age: 

A Lesson on Caring in the Midst of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

Message by the Executive Committee of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 

1 July 2020 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused great suffering and enormous difficulties for many people who are already 

vulnerable. This is a cause for great alarm and concern for us as Catholic Bishops, and for the Catholic faithful of our 

country. The pandemic has inflicted unique difficulties and exceptional hardships on many, especially those in long-

term institutional care, single-parent families, the unemployed, migrant farm workers, the homeless, Indigenous 

communities, those who are imprisoned, and many who were already experiencing different illnesses of body and 

mind. Yet the weeks and months of confinement have also provided many with opportunities for renewing 

relationships, finding creative ways of sharing the burden, and promoting activities which are more spiritual and 

meaningful in daily living. Furthermore, the elusive and unhealthy lack of balance in our lives between faith and 

prayer, work, family duties, community engagement, sports and hobbies has also become a reality.  

 

While the pandemic has been experienced in different ways according to one’s situation, it has also brought a new 

awareness of the limitations we face as a society and the challenges of the conditions of those who are vulnerable. 

Perhaps we have also gained a new appreciation for the basic human rights of health, social security, essential work 

and employment, education, health and religion which all contribute to the authentic dignity of the human person and 

the necessary fabric that promotes the common good. The inter-connectedness of our human experience during the 

pandemic lends itself to an array of possibilities and opportunities, but also of threats and temptations that need to be 



looked at honestly and frequently. The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that the common good and 

human dignity are linked to “the right to act according to a sound norm of conscience and to safeguard … privacy, 

and rightful freedom also in matters of religion,” as well as access to “food, clothing, health, work, education and 

culture, suitable information, the right to establish a family” (1907-08). 

 

What emerged at the beginning of the pandemic were the conditions in long-term care facilities and similar institutions 

that were particularly disturbing, as government and healthcare authorities began to acknowledge. Reports by 

caregivers and military personnel providing emergency assistance, together with comparative studies as well as media 

accounts, help us recognize to what extent the circumstances are deemed “horrific”, “cruel” and “abusive”.1 That 

many elderly endured weeks practically in solitude to avoid contracting the virus even from caregivers, and that many 

died without either the presence of family members or the comfort and strength of the Church’s Sacraments and 

pastoral care is heartbreaking. The numerous accounts of limited and even neglected bedside care and feeding, 

unattended sanitary and hygienic needs, inadequacies in living space and basic safety procedures also highlighted a 

chronic employment situation: too few staff, inadequately trained, poorly compensated, and many of whom were 

working in multiple institutions. Most upsetting and what has come to light is the admission that this situation already 

existed long before COVID-19 appeared on the horizon.  

 

Those serving the elderly in these settings, as well as personal support workers, homecare providers and family 

caregivers, also faced the added burden and challenge that their work and its importance for all the community was 

often unappreciated. Their dedication and long hours of service were not always justly compensated, and their own 

needs, fatigue, stress, and mental health were too readily overlooked.  

 

Pope Francis’ warning against the implications of a “throwaway culture” in our society must be considered. The 

elderly are more often than not the primary victims of this culture of discarding. The Church, as the Body of Christ, 

has a decisive and crucial mission, and an undeniable witness to give, in caring for the elderly and the sick, and in 

advocating on their behalf for their dignity as human persons in our society:  

 

“Aware of the irreplaceable role of the elderly, the Church becomes a place where generations are called 

to share God’s loving plan, in a relationship of a mutual exchange of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.” This 

intergenerational sharing obliges us to consider older people differently, to learn to look to the future 

together with them. When we think of the elderly and talk about them, especially in the pastoral dimension, 

we must learn to alter the tenses of verbs a little. There is not only the past, as if, for the elderly, there were 

only a life behind them and a moldy archive. No. The Lord can and wants to write with them also new 

pages, pages of holiness, of service, of prayer... Today I wish to tell you that the elderly are also the present 

and the future of the Church. Yes, they are also the future of a Church that, together with the young, 

prophesies and dreams! This is why it is so important that those advanced in years and the young speak to 

each other, it is so important.2 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has prompted a renewed discussion about important changes needed in order to address 

both the present and future challenges facing our elderly who are already frail and compromised by the conditions in 

which they are forced to live. Our hope is that Canadians will gain greater awareness as to how our culture prioritizes 

the freedom, desires and choice of individuals, and regrettably also tends to neglect the rights and responsibilities that 

promote the common good of society and the dignity of every person, especially the elderly. This begins with 

respecting and protecting, in peace and justice, the fundamental and inalienable rights of each human person, as well 

as their authentic development and social well-being in the entire community.  

 

As followers of Christ, caring for one another must take on an ever greater imperative and meaning if we are truly 

being authentic in the witness of our faith and beliefs. Have we failed to truly care for those in need – the ill, the 

downtrodden, the elderly, the abandoned, the suffering, the confused, the addicted, the disabled, the victimized, the 

abused and the outcasts – because we have forgotten to see Christ in them? Is the Coronavirus pandemic an occasion 

for us, as Christians, to reflect on how we care for those around us and how much love, attention, tenderness, and 

mercy we express in reaching out to them as our Lord reminds us: “just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 

 
1 Expressions taken from articles listed at the end of this pastoral message. 
2 Pope Francis, Address to Participants in the International Congress “The Richness of Many Years of Life”, 31 January 2020. 



you did not do it to me”?3 

 
The pandemic can, in many ways and for many people, serve as an important reminder of the inherent dignity of human life, 

its meaning and what should be most important in life. No matter the degree of isolation and privation each of us may have 

experienced so far in this crisis, there are lessons to be learned about the need for courage, determination, hope and 

steadfastness. One of these important lessons, especially for the younger generation, is that well before COVID-19, the elderly 

and the disabled were frequently excluded or forgotten, not only by society in general, but in many cases by their faith 

communities and even by their loved ones. We must not forget, however, that the undue suffering experienced by the elderly 

and vulnerable members of our communities because of loneliness, anxiety, depression, worry and abandonment of different 

kinds weighs heavily upon the collective conscience of both our country and Church. Sacred Scripture exhorts us: “Stand up in 

the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the Lord.”4 

To have faith is to trust the Lord to guide one’s feet into the way of peace. He alone is able to turn death into life, to shine 

radiant light into the darkness of human despair, and to allow for lasting meaning to emerge from our manifold experiences. 

This global pandemic has at least taught us a priceless lesson and truth which we have perhaps forgotten: we are human and 

consequently not immune to suffering and death. Such profound limitations – personal, communitarian, governmental, 

ecclesial, societal and otherwise – have become manifest, and this calls for greater co-responsibility and accountability in caring 

for individuals, society and in fact the whole of creation. However, these limitations have also provided us with the opportunity 

to reach out to others – to our families, friends, neighbours, coworkers and strangers – in new and life-giving ways. They have 

allowed us to renew our sense of authentic solidarity and community by considering and treating others, especially the most 

vulnerable, the sick, and the elderly as valued and precious members of our communities. 

 

Local, provincial/territorial and federal authorities promise they will re-examine the policies that led to the often-tragic 

situations that have arisen. Unfortunately, past experience also shows how the most well-intentioned social and economic 

priorities easily and quickly change. Yet no matter how determined we may be, renewal and change will be possible only with 

new vision, personal transformation, community solidarity, and social engagement. Commenting on the scriptural account of 

Cain and Abel, Pope Francis observes that all life is interconnected and interdependent: “Disregard for the duty to cultivate 

and maintain a proper relationship with my neighbour, for whose care and custody I am responsible, ruins my relationship with 

my own self, with others, with God and with the earth” (Encyclical Laudato Si’, 70).  

As we entered into the Lenten season, and in union with Christ’s struggles in the desert, Canadians began experiencing COVID-

19 restrictions. These remained in place as Christians celebrated the Paschal Mystery throughout Eastertide. Since Pentecost, 

the Catholic family has renewed its faith in the Triune God of life and love in whom humanity “lives and moves and has its 

being” (cf. Acts 17:28) and who dwells through grace within our hearts and souls. We are reinforced in eternal hope by 

celebrating the Mystery of the Body and Blood of Christ, and reaffirmed in the love flowing from the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 Our faith reminds us that God is present in our midst as guide and protector. Fortified by these divine assurances, we can 

move forward in confidence, generosity, gratitude and prudence as our governments and healthcare authorities ease the 

Coronavirus “lockdown”. This will entail reassessing our priorities, taking an honest look at our values and lifestyle. We must 

let ourselves be challenged by the Lord’s calling and the present needs of our brothers and sisters.  

As we slowly return to a more normal way of life, let us not forget the elderly among us who still have so much wisdom to 

impart, faith to share, stories to tell and joys to offer. Let us create space in our hearts, homes, families and communities to 

honour them and truly care for them in their weakness and their many needs. Let us welcome their unique giftedness in 

building a world which is more human, loving, generous, forgiving, and radiant with God’s grace. The Lord has always been 

and will continue to be a haven and solace for all those who have recourse to him in faith. He continues to look after his own 

and to be faithful to his beloved children: “Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have 

made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.”5 

In faith the Mother of Christ followed her Son on the road to Calvary and now shares in his glory; consequently, she too 

accompanies each of us as a spiritual and true mother. May Jesus Christ, the Lord of all mercy and goodness, through the 

 
3 Matthew 25:45. 
4 Leviticus 19:32. 
5 Isaiah 46:4.  



intercession of Mary, Mother of families and Comforter of the afflicted, enlighten, inspire and protect us. May we be graced 

with a new awareness and appreciation of the gift which the elderly are to us all. 

 

Pertinent Reports, Studies and Media Accounts 

‘We failed them’ – Report criticizes Canada’s long-term care system before and during COVID-19, The Canadian Press, 

National Post, 3 July 2020, https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadas-long-term-care-system-failed-elders-before-and-

during-covid-19-report  

“The brutal blow that pandemic isolation has dealt residents of long-term care residences”, Moira Welsh, Toronto 

Star, 28 June 2020, https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/06/28/what-pandemic-isolation-has-done-to-ltc-

residents.html 

 

“82% of Canada’s COVID-19 deaths have been in long-term care, new data reveals”, Tonda MacCharles, The Star, 

7 May 2020, https://www.thestar.com/politics/federal/2020/05/07/82-of-canadas-covid-19-deaths-have-been-in-

long-term-care.html 

  

“Infestations, sedation and neglect: Military report details ‘horrific’ living conditions in seniors’ homes”, Karen 

Howlett, Jill Mahoney, Laura Stone, Globe and Mail, 26 and 27 May 2020, 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-infestations-sedation-and-neglect-military-report-details-horrific/ 

  

“Military alleges horrific conditions, abuse in pandemic-hit Ontario nursing homes”, Murray Brewster, Vassy 

Kapelos, CBC News, 26 May 2020, https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/long-term-care-pandemic-covid-coronavirus-

trudeau-1.5584960 

 

“Military report on conditions in Quebec nursing homes details several flaws”, Levon Sevunts, Radio Canada 

International, 27 May 2020, https://www.rcinet.ca/en/2020/05/27/military-report-on-conditions-in-quebec-nursing-

homes-finds-several-challenges/ 

 

“Military report reveals critical care gaps in Quebec nursing homes”, Les Perreaux and Tu Thanh Ha, 27 May 2020, 

Globe and Mail, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-military-report-reveals-critical-care-gaps-in-

quebec-nursing-homes/ 

 

“Op Laser – JTFC observations in long term care facilities in Ontario”, Headquarters, 4th Canadian Division, Joint 

Task Force (Central), 14 May 2020, http://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6928480-OP-LASER-JTFC-

Observations-in-LTCF-in-On.html 

 

“Pandemic Experience in the Long-Term Care Sector: How Does Canada Compare with Other Countries?”, 

Canadian Institute for Health Information, Ottawa, 2020, https://www.cihi.ca/sites/default/files/document/covid-19-

rapid-response-long-term-care-snapshot-en.pdf?emktg_lang=en&emktg_order=1 

 

Restoring Trust: COVID-19 and the Future of Long-Term Care, Royal Society of Canada, June 2020, https://rsc-

src.ca/sites/default/files/LTC%20PB%20%2B%20ES_EN.pdf 
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